
Reading Beyond 
 For children in grades 2-3 reading at a 5th grade level 

 
 
Applegate, Katherine. The One and Only Ivan. (Juvenile Fiction Applegate) 

Ivan, a gorilla who has lived for years in a down-and-out circus-themed mall, meets Ruby, a baby 
elephant that has been added to the mall. When Ruby is abused, he decides that he must find her a 
better life. 

 
Brown, Peter. The wild robot escapes. (Juvenile Fiction Brown) 
 After being captured by the Recons and returned to civilization for reprogramming, Roz is sent to Hilltop 

Farm where she befriends her owner's family and animals, but pines for her son, Brightbill. 
 
DasGupta, Sayantani. The Serpent's Secret (Kiranmala and the Kingdom Beyond #1). 

(Juvenile Fiction Dasgupta) 
 Up until her twelfth birthday, Kiranmala considered herself an ordinary sixth-grader in Parsippany, New 

Jersey, but then her parents disappear and a drooling rakkhosh demon shows up in her kitchen, and 
soon she is swept into another dimension, full of magic, winged horses, talking birds (very annoying), and 
cute princes--and somehow Kiranmala needs to sort it all out, find her parents, and basically save the 
world. 

 
Dinerstein, Eric. What Elephants Know. (Juvenile Fiction Dinerstein) 
 In the threatened jungle of the Borderlands between Nepal and India during the 1970s, an orphaned boy 

discovers his fate as a great elephant driver. 
 
Engle, Margarita. Mountain Dog. (Juvenile Fiction Engle) 
 When his mother is sent to jail in Los Angeles, eleven-year-old Tony goes to live with his forest ranger 

great-uncle in the Sierra Nevada Mountains, where Tony experiences unconditional love for the first time 
through his friendship with a rescue dog. 

 
Fleming, Candace. Amelia Lost: The Life and Disappearance of Amelia Earhart.  
             (Juvenile Nonfiction 921 Ea72f) 

Tells the story of Amelia Earhart's life - as a child, a woman, and a pilot - and describes the search for her 
missing plane. 

  
Gall, Chris. Go for the Moon: A Rocket, a Boy, and the First Moon Landing.  
 (Juvenile Nonfiction 629.454 G135g) 
 Released in conjunction with the 50th anniversary of the moon landing, this nonfiction picture book offers 

a step-by-step explanation of how the Apollo 11 spacecraft worked, as told by a young enthusiast.  
 
Hirsch, Andy. Science Comics: Trees: Kings of the Forest. (Juvenile Graphic Novel Science) 
 In Trees we follow an acorn as it learns about its future as Earth's largest, longest-living plant. Starting 

with the seed's germination, we learn about each stage until the tree's maturation, different types of trees, 
and the roles trees take on in our ecosystem. 

 
ICPBS. Migrations: Open Hearts, Open Borders. (Juvenile Nonfiction 304.8 M588i) 
 The images here are a selection from the hundreds sent in by children's book illustrators from all over the 

world for an exhibition entitled Migrations. Its aim is to express support for and solidarity with the 
hundreds of thousands of human migrants who face immense difficulties and dangers in their struggle to 
find a better and safer place to live. 
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Johnson, Varian. The Parker Inheritance. (Juvenile Fiction Johnson) 
 Twelve-year-old Candice Miller is spending the summer in Lambert, South Carolina, in the old house that 

belonged to her grandmother, who died after being dismissed as city manager for having the city tennis 
courts dug up looking for buried treasure--but when she finds the letter that sent her grandmother on the 
treasure hunt, she finds herself caught up in the mystery and, with the help of her new friend and fellow 
book-worm, Brandon, she sets out to find the inheritance, exonerate her grandmother, and expose an 
injustice once committed against an African American family in Lambert. 

 
Kadohata, Cynthia. A Place to Belong. (Juvenile Fiction Kadohata) 
 Twelve-year-old Hanako and her family, reeling from their confinement in an internment camp, renounce 

their American citizenship to move to Hiroshima, a city devastated by the atomic bomb dropped by 
Americans. 

 
Kespert, Deborah. Genius!: The Most Astonishing Inventions of All Time.  

(Juvenile Nonfiction 609 K481g) 
 Genius! tells the stories behind the amazing inventions that helped shape our modern world. Young 

readers are introduced to the technologies developed by thinkers and inventors such as Archimedes, 
Leonardo da Vinci, Gutenberg, James Watt, the Wright brothers, and Tim Berners-Lee, and the creativity 
and determination behind their discoveries. The book is divided into five key thematic sections: Pioneers, 
Communication, Technology, Transport, and Into Space. 

 
Macaulay, David. The Way Things Work Now. (Juvenile Nonfiction 600 M119w) 
 Text and numerous detailed illustrations introduce and explain the scientific principles and workings of 

hundreds of machines. 
 
Ryan, Pam. Echo. (Young Adult Fiction Ryan)  
 Lost in the Black Forest, Otto meets three mysterious sisters and finds himself entwined in a prophecy, a 

promise, and a harmonica--and decades later three children, Friedrich in Germany, Mike in Pennsylvania, 
and Ivy in California find themselves caught up in the same thread of destiny in the darkest days of the 
twentieth century, struggling to keep their families intact, and tied together by the music of the same 
harmonica. 

  
Sutherland, Tui. Wings of Fire: The Dragonet Prophecy. (Juvenile Fiction Sutherland) 
 Not every dragonet wants a destiny-- Clay has grown up under the mountain, chosen along with four 

other dragonets to fulfill a mysterious prophecy and end the war between the dragon tribes of Pyrrhia. 
He's not so sure about the prophecy part, but Clay can't imagine not living with the other dragonets; 
they're his best friends. So when one of the dragonets is threatened, all five spring into action. Together, 
they will choose freedom over fate, leave the mountain, and fulfill their destiny -- on their own terms. 

 
Telgemeier, Raina. Smile. (Juvenile Graphic Novel Telgemeier) 
 Raina just wants to be a normal sixth grader. But one night after Girl Scouts she trips and falls, severely 

injuring her two front teeth. What follows is a long and frustrating journey with on-again, off-again braces, 
surgery, embarrassing headgear, and even a retainer with fake teeth attached. And on top of all that, 
there's still more to deal with: a major earthquake, boy confusion, and friends who turn out to be not so 
friendly. Raina's story takes us from middle school to high school, where she discovers her artistic voice, 
finds out what true friendship really means, and where she can finally smile. 

  
Yang, Gene Luen. Secret Coders Vol. 1. (Juvenile Graphic Novel Secret) 
 Hopper hates her new school. The kids are mean, the principal is scary, and there's something creepy 

about the building itself. For instance: why are the walls of Stately Academy covered in the number 9? 
Hopper and her friend Eni are determined to get to the bottom of it. But the mystery of Stately Academy 
has been programmed into its very stones, and it'll take two persistent programmers to figure it out. 
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