
Reading Beyond 
 For children in grades K-1 reading at a 3rd grade level 

 
Andrews, Troy. Trombone Shorty. 
 (Juvenile Nonfiction JUV 921 An277t) 
 Hailing from the Tremé neighborhood in New Orleans, Troy "Trombone Shorty" Andrews got his 

nickname by wielding a trombone twice as long as he was high. A prodigy, he was leading his own band 
by age six, and today this Grammy-nominated artist headlines the legendary New Orleans Jazz Fest. 

 
Barton, Chris. Whoosh!: Lonnie Johnson's Super-Soaking Stream of Invention. 
 (Juvenile Nonfiction JUV 921 J634b) 
 Chronicles the life and achievements of the NASA engineer and inventor, from his childhood to his 

accidental invention of the Super Soaker water gun. 
 
Bauer, Marion Dane. The Stuff of Stars. (Juvenile Easy Bauer) 
 Before the universe was formed, before time and space existed, there was...nothing. But then...BANG! 

Stars caught fire and burned so long the some exploded, flinging stardust everywhere. And the ash of 
those stars turned into planets. Into our Earth. Into us... How the universe was formed, and how each new 
child is also made of stardust. 

 
Beaty, Andrea. Ada Twist, Scientist. (Easy Beaty) 
 Ada Twist is a very curious girl who shows perseverance by asking questions and performing 

experiments to find things out and understand the world. 
 
Ben-Barak, Idan. Do Not Lick This Book. (Juvenile Nonfiction JUV 579 B430d) 

Min is a microbe. She is small. Very small. In fact, so small that you'd need to look through a microscope 
to see her. Or you can simply open this book and take Min on an adventure to amazing places she's 
never seen before -- like the icy glaciers of your tooth or the twisted, tangled jungle of your shirt. The 
perfect book for anyone who wants to take a closer look at the world. 
 

Copeland, Misty. Firebird. (Juvenile Easy Copeland) 
 American Ballet Theater soloist Misty Copeland encourages a young ballet student, with brown skin like 

her own, by telling her that she, too, had to learn basic steps and how to be graceful when she was 
starting out, and that some day, with practice and dedication, the little girl will become a firebird, too. 
Includes author's note about dancers who led her to find her voice. 

 
DiCamillo, Kate. Flora & Ulysses. (Juvenile Fiction DiCamillo) 
 Rescuing a squirrel after an accident involving a vacuum cleaner, comic-reading cynic Flora Belle 

Buckman is astonished when the squirrel, Ulysses, demonstrates astonishing powers of strength and 
flight after being revived. 

 
Hale, Shannon. The Princess in Black. (Juvenile Fiction Hale) 
 Who says princesses don't wear black? When trouble raises its blue monster head, Princess Magnolia 

ditches her flouncy dresses and becomes the Princess in Black! 
 
Larkin, Shabazz. The Thing About Bees: A Love Letter. (Juvenile Easy Larkin) 
 A love poem from a father to his two sons, and a tribute to the bees that pollinate the foods we love to 

eat. 
 
Levy, Debbie. I Dissent: Ruth Bader Ginsburg Makes Her Mark.  

(Juvenile nonfiction JUV 921 G435L) 
 Traces the achievements of the celebrated Supreme Court justice through the lens of her many famous 

acts of civil disagreement against inequality, unfair treatment, and human rights injustice. 
 
Lewis, J. Patrick. National Geographic Book of Nature Poetry. 
 (Juvenile Nonfiction JUV 808.81 N213L) 
 When words in verse are paired with the awesomeness of nature, something magical happens! Beloved 

former U.S. Poet Laureate J. Patrick Lewis curates an exuberant poetic celebration of the natural world in 
this stellar collection of nature poems. 
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Martin, Jacqueline Briggs. Chef Roy Choi and the Street Food Remi.  
(Juvenile Nonfiction JUV 921 C452m) 

 Describes the popular street cook's life, including working in his family's restaurant as a child, figuring out 
what he wanted to do with his life, and his success with his food truck and restaurant. 

 
Messner, Kate. Insect superpowers. (Juvenile Nonfiction JUV 595.7 M564i) 
 A book of insects, with a focus on their 'super powers'--their extraordinary and very real abilities--and an 

art/design style that evokes comic-book-hero-and-villain awesomeness. The book includes profiles of the 
animals and their powers, mixed with spreads that compare, contrast, and pit the insects against each 
other in a kind of 'who would win?' action format. 

 
Nilsson, Ulf. Detective Gordon: The First Case. (Juvenile Fiction Nilsson) 
 When Vladimir the squirrel's stockpile of nuts disappears, the portly Detective Gordon deputizes his 

young, enthusiastic friend Buffy the mouse to help him discover the identity of the thieves. 
 
Reeve, Philip. Pugs of the Frozen North (Juvenile Fiction Reeve) 
 New friends Sika and Shen try to beat the odds and win the Great Northern Race--in a sled pulled by a 

team of sixty-six pugs--in hopes of meeting the Snowfather and having him grant their wish. 
 
Singer, Marilyn. Echo Echo: Reverso Poems about Greek Myths.  

(Juvenile Nonfiction JUV 811.54 Si643e) 
Collection of 14 reverso poems. Read one way, each poem tells the story of a familiar myth, but when 
read in reverse, the poems reveal a new point of view! Uncover the dual points of view in well-known 
legends, including the stories of Pandora’s box, King Midas and his golden touch, Perseus and Medusa, 
Pygmalion, Icarus and Daedalus, Demeter and Persephone, and Echo and Narcissus. 

 
Steinke, Aron Nels. Mr. Wolf's class. (Juvenile Graphic Novel Steinke) 
 Mr. Wolf has just started teaching at Hazelwood Elementary. He wants the first day of school to go well, 

but he's got his hands full with his new class. Some of his students include: Margot, who is new in town 
and is trying to make friends. Sampson, who brought something special to school for show-and-tell. 
Aziza, who just wants everyone to be quiet and do their work. And Penny, who is VERY sleepy because 
she has a new baby brother at home, goes missing! This delightful new series captures the everyday -- 
and unexpected -- ups and downs of a fourth-grade classroom. 

 
Urban, Linda. Weekends with Max and His Dad. (Juvenile Fiction Urban) 
 Third-grader Max pursues neighborhood adventures with his dad as they both adjust to recent changes in 

their family. 
 
Weatherford, Carole Boston. The Roots of Rap: 16 Bars on the 4 Pillars of Hip-Hop.  
 (Juvenile NonFiction JUV 782.4216 W378r)  
 Presents the history of hip-hop including, how it evolved from folktales, spirituals, and poetry, to the 

showmanship of James Brown, to the culture of graffiti art and breakdancing that formed around the art 
form. 

 
Wolf, Allan. The Day the Universe Exploded My Head. 
 (Juvenile Nonfiction JUV 811.6 W831d) 
 Hang on tight for a raucous bounce through the solar system and back -- propelled by funny, fanciful, 

factually sound poems and exuberant illustrations. The universe poured into me. My brain was 
overloaded. It smoked and glowed red-hot. And then it actually exploded. Ever wonder what the sun has 
to say about being the closest star to Earth? Or what Pluto has gotten up to since being demoted to a 
dwarf planet? Or where rocket ships go when they retire? Listen closely, because maybe, just maybe, 
your head will explode, too. With poetry that is equal parts accurate and entertaining -- and illustrations 
that are positively out of this world -- this book will enthrall amateur stargazers and budding 
astrophysicists as it reveals many of the wonders our universe holds.                                             
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