
Young Adult 

Best Books for Young Teens 
Books for confident readers transitioning from children’s to young adult literature. 

 
Brosgol, Vera.  Be Prepared.  (Young Adult Graphic Novel Brosgol) 

A misfit girl and her brother attend a Russian Orthodox summer camp, where they struggle with primitive 
plumbing, snobby tent mates, and boys-versus-girls competitions.   

 
Coerr, Eleanor. Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes. (Juvenile Fiction Coerr) 
 Hospitalized with the dreaded atom bomb disease, leukemia, a child in Hiroshima races against time to fold one 
 thousand paper cranes to verify the legend that by doing so a sick person will become healthy.  

 

Cottrell Boyce, Frank. Sputnik’s Guide to Life on Earth. (Juvenile Fiction Cottrell Boyce) 

Prez is still learning to fit in at his new home when he answers the door to meet Sputnik, a kid who is more than a 
little strange. First, he can hear what Prez is thinking. Second, he looks like a dog to everyone except Prez. Third, 
he can manipulate the laws of space and time.  

 

DuPrau, Jeanne. The City of Ember.   (Young Adult Fiction DuPrau) 

 In the year 241, twelve-year-old Lina trades jobs on Assignment Day to be a Messenger to run to new places in 
 her decaying but beloved city, perhaps even to glimpse Unknown Regions.  

 
Ehrlich, Esther. Nest. (Juvenile Fiction Ehrlich)  

On Cape Cod in 1972, eleven-year-old Naomi, known as Chirp for her love of birds, gets help from neighbor Joey 
as she struggles to cope with her mother's multiple sclerosis and its effect on her father and sister.   
 

Fombelle, Timothée de. The Book of Pearl.   (Young Adult Fiction Fombelle) 

Joshua Pearl comes from a world that we no longer believe in-- a world of fairy tale. He knows that his great love 
waits for him there, but he is stuck in an unfamiliar time and place: an old-world marshmallow shop in Paris on the 
eve of World War II. As his memories begin to fade, Joshua seeks out strange objects: tiny fragments of tales that 
have already been told, trinkets that might possibly help him prove his own story before his love is lost forever.   
 

Friend, Natasha.  How We Roll.  (Young Adult Fiction Friend) 
After developing alopecia, Quinn lost her friends along with her hair. Former football player Nick lost his legs and 
confidence after an accident. The two help each other believe in themselves and the possibility of love.   

 
Gidwitz, Adam.  The Inquisitor’s Tale. (Juvenile Fiction Gidwitz) 

Crossing paths at an inn, thirteenth-century travelers impart the tales of a monastery oblate, a Jewish refugee, 
and a psychic peasant girl with a loyal greyhound, the three of whom join forces on a chase through France to 
escape persecution.  
 

Hiranandani, Veera.  The Night Diary. (Young Adult Fiction Hiranandani, Juvenile Fiction Hiranandani) 
Shy twelve-year-old Nisha, forced to flee her home with her Hindu family during the 1947 partition of India, tries to 
find her voice and make sense of the world falling apart around her by writing to her deceased Muslim mother in 
the pages of her diary.  
 

Jacobson, Jennifer Richard.  The Dollar Kids.  (Young Adult Fiction Jacobson) 
 Twelve-year--old Lowen Grover, a budding comic-book artist, is still reeling from the shooting death of his friend 
 Abe when he stumbles across an article about a former mill town giving away homes for just one dollar. It not only 
 seems like the perfect escape from Flintlock and all of the awful memories associated with the city, but an 
 opportunity for his mum to run her very own business. Fortunately, his family is willing to give it a try. But is the 
 Dollar Program too good to be true? The homes are in horrible shape, and the locals are less than welcoming. 
 Will Millville and the dollar house be the answer to the Grover’s' troubles? Or will they find they've traded one set 
 of problems for another?  
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Meconis, Dylan. Queen of the Sea. (Juvenile Nonfiction 741.59 M466q) 

 When her sister seizes the throne, Queen Eleanor of Albion is banished to a tiny island off the coast of her kingdom, 
 where the nuns of the convent spend their days peacefully praying, sewing, and gardening. But the island is also home 
 to Margaret, a mysterious young orphan girl whose life is upturned when the cold, regal stranger arrives. As Margaret 
 grows closer to Eleanor, she grapples with the revelation of the island's sinister true purpose as well as the truth of her 
 own past. When Eleanor's life is threatened, Margaret is faced with a perilous choice between helping Eleanor and 
 protecting herself.  

 
Mulligan, Andy. Trash. (Young Adult Fiction Mulligan) 

 Fourteen-year-olds Raphael and Gardo team up with a younger boy, Rat, to figure out the mysteries surrounding 
 a bag Raphael finds during their daily life of sorting through trash in a third-world country's dump.  
 

Okorafor, Nnedi. Akata Witch. (Young Adult Fiction Okorafor) 
Twelve-year-old Sunny Nwazue, an American-born albino child of Nigerian parents, moves with her family back to 
Nigeria, where she learns that she has latent magical powers which she and three similarly gifted friends use to 
catch a serial killer.  

 

Palacio, R.J. White Bird. (Juvenile Nonfiction 741.59 P171w) 

 Tells the story of Julian's Grandmère's childhood as she, a Jewish girl, was hidden by a family in a Nazi-occupied 
 French village during World War II and how the boy she once shunned became her savior and best friend.  
 

Perkins, Mitali. Forward Me Back to You. (Young Adult Fiction Perkins) 
 Katina King is the reigning teen jujitsu champion of Northern California, but she’s having trouble fighting off the 
 secrets in her past. Robin Thornton was adopted from an orphanage in India and is reluctant to take on his future. 
 If he can’t find his roots, how can he possibly plan ahead? Robin and Kat meet in the most unlikely of places: a 
 summer service trip to Kolkata to work with survivors of human trafficking. As bonds build between the travel 
 mates, Robin and Kat discover that justice and healing are tangled, like the pain of their pasts and the hope 
 for their futures.  
 

Sepetys, Ruta. Salt to the Sea. (Young Adult Fiction Sepetys) 

 As World War II draws to a close, refugees try to escape the war's final dangers, only to find themselves aboard a 
 ship with a target on its hull.  
 

Snyder, Zilpha Keatley. The Egypt Game. (Juvenile Fiction Snyder) 

 A group of children, entranced with the study of Egypt, play their own Egypt game, are visited by a secret oracle, 
 become involved in a murder, and befriend the Professor before they move on to new interests and games.  
 

Stead, Rebecca. When You Reach Me. (Juvenile Fiction Stead) 

 As her mother prepares to be a contestant on the television game show, "The $20,000 Pyramid," a twelve-
 year-old New York City girl tries to make sense of a series of mysterious notes received from an anonymous source 
 that seem to defy the laws of time and space.  

 
Tucker, Laura. All the Greys on Greene Street. (Juvenile Fiction Tucker) 

Twelve-year-old Olympia is an artist, and in SoHo in 1981, that's normal. Her dad and his business partner Apollo 
restore antique paintings, and her mother is a sculptor, leaving Ollie to roam the streets of New York and draw 
with her friends Richard and Alex. Then, it all falls apart. Ollie's dad disappears, leaving only a note and 
instructions to destroy it. Apollo is hiding something, and Richard has questions about the stranger he saw 
outside. And someone keeps calling, looking for a missing piece of art. Olympia knows her dad is the key--but 
first, she has to find him, and time is running out.  

 

Watson, Jude. Loot. (Juvenile Fiction Watson) 

When Alfie McQuinn, the notorious burglar, is killed on a job, his last words to his son, March, are to "find  jewels” 
and this instruction leads the boy to the perfect partner to help carry on the family business. 
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