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Blankman, Anne. The Blackbird Girls. (Juvenile Fiction Blankman) 

One morning, neighbors—and enemies--Valentina and Oksana wake up to an angry red sky. A reactor at the 
nuclear power plant has exploded. Before they know it, the two girls find themselves on a train bound for 
Leningrad, where they begin to learn what it means to trust another person.  

 
Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker.  The War that Saved My Life. (Juvenile Fiction Bradley) 
 A young disabled girl and her brother are evacuated from London to the English countryside during World 
 War II, where they find life to be much sweeter away from their abusive mother. 
 
Cline-Ransome, Lesa.  Finding Langston. (Juvenile Fiction Cline-Ransome) 
 1946: Discovering a book of Langston Hughes' poetry in the library helps Langston cope with the loss of his 
 mother, relocating from Alabama to Chicago as part of the Great Migration, and being bullied. 
 
Dumas, Firoozeh.  It Ain’t So Awful, Falafel. (Juvenile Fiction Dumas) 

Eleven-year-old Zomorod, originally from Iran, tells her story of growing up Iranian in Southern California 
during the Iranian Revolution and hostage crisis of the late 1970s. 

 
Erdich, Louise. Birchbark House. (Juvenile Fiction Erdich) 

Omakayas, a seven-year-old Native American girl of the Ojibwa tribe, lives through the joys of summer and 
the perils of winter on an island in Lake Superior in 1847. 

 
Gidwitz, Adam.  The Inquisitor’s Tale. (Juvenile Fiction Gidwitz) 
 Crossing paths at an inn, thirteenth-century travelers impart the tales of a monastery oblate, a Jewish 
 refugee, and a psychic peasant girl with a loyal greyhound, the three of whom join forces on a chase through 
 France to escape persecution.   
 
Gratz, Alan.  Refugee. (Juvenile Fiction Gratz) 

Josef, a Jewish boy living in 1930s Nazi Germany; Isabel, a Cuban girl trying to escape the unrest plaguing 
her country in 1994; and Mahmoud, a Syrian boy in 2015 whose homeland is torn apart by violence, embark 
on harrowing journeys in search of refuge, discovering shocking connections that tie their stories together. 

 
Hale, Nathan. Blades of Freedom. (Juvenile Graphic Novel Hale Hazardous) 

The Louisiana Purchase (1803) is today seen as one of history's greatest bargains. But why did Napoleon 
Bonaparte sell this seemingly prosperous territory? Filled with wild and true facts and Hale's signature humor, 
this book takes readers on another action-packed adventure through history. (Nathan Hale’s Hazardous 
Tales series, book 10) 
 

Hiranandani, Veera.  The Night Diary. (Juvenile Fiction Hiranandani) 
Shy twelve-year-old Nisha, forced to flee her home with her Hindu family during the 1947 partition of India, 
tries to find her voice and make sense of the world falling apart around her by writing to her deceased Muslim 
mother in the pages of her diary. 

 
Holm, Jennifer. Turtle in Paradise. (Juvenile Fiction Holm)  

In 1935, when her mother gets a job housekeeping for a woman who does not like children, eleven-year-old 
Turtle is sent to stay with relatives she has never met in far away Key West, Florida. (Graphic Novel 
adaptation also available: Juvenile Graphic Novel JUV GN Holm) 

 
Kelly, Jacqueline. The Curious World of Calpurnia Tate. (Juvenile Fiction Kelly)  

In rural Texas in 1900, when a storm blows change into town in the form of a visiting veterinarian, 12-year-old 
Callie discovers a life and a vocation she desperately wants. But with societal expectations as they are, she 
will need all her wits and courage to realize her dreams. 

 
Lai, Thanhha. Inside Out & Back Again.  (Juvenile Fiction Lai) 
 Through a series of poems, a young girl chronicles the life-changing year of 1975, when she, her mother, and 
 her brothers leave Vietnam and resettle in Alabama. 
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LeZotte, Ann Clare. Show Me a Sign. (Juvenile Fiction Lezotte) 

It is 1805 and Mary Lambert has always felt safe among the deaf community on Martha's Vineyard, but recent 
events--such as her brother’s death--have shattered her life. Now, a "scientist" has decided she makes the 
perfect "live specimen" in his cruel experiment. Mary’s struggle to save herself is at the core of this 
penetrating and poignant novel that probes our perceptions of ability and disability. 
 

Marshall, Joseph. In the Footsteps of Crazy Horse. (Juvenile Fiction Marshall) 
11-year-old Jimmy travels with his grandfather to learn about his Lakota heritage while visiting places 
significant in the life of Crazy Horse, the nineteenth-century Lakota leader and warrior, in a tale that weaves 
the past with the present. Includes historical note and glossary. 

 
Meconis, Dylan. Queen of the Sea. (Juvenile Graphic Novel Meconis) 

When her sister seizes the throne, Queen Eleanor of Albion is banished to a tiny island off the coast of her 
kingdom, where the nuns of the convent spend their days peacefully praying, sewing, and gardening. But the 
island is also home to Margaret, a mysterious young orphan girl whose life is upturned when the cold, regal 
stranger arrives. 

 
Messner, Kate. Rescue on the Oregon Trail. (Juvenile Fiction Messner) 

Ranger, a golden retriever, could have been a great search-and-rescue-dog, but one day he unearths a 
mysterious box and finds himself transported back to the year 1850 where his faithful service is really needed 
by a family traveling west along the Oregon Trail. (Ranger in Time series, book 1) 
 

Peck, Richard. A Long Way from Chicago.  (Juvenile Fiction Peck) 
 A boy recounts his annual summer trips to rural Illinois with his sister during the Great Depression to  
 visit their larger-than-life grandmother. 
 
Rhodes, Jewell Parker. Ghost Boys. (Juvenile Fiction Rhodes) 

Twelve-year-old Jerome is shot by a police officer who mistakes Jerome’s toy gun for a real threat. As a 
ghost, he observes the devastation that's been unleashed on his family, his friend Carlos, and his community 
in the wake of what they see as an unjust and brutal killing. Jerome meets another ghost: Emmett Till. 
Emmett helps Jerome process what has happened, on a journey toward recognizing how historical racism 
may have led to the events that ended his life.  
 

Rundell, Katherine. Wolf Wilder. (Juvenile Fiction Rundell) 
Before the Russian Revolution, the aristocracy believed pet wolves brought good fortune. Misbehaving 
wolves are sent to the wolf wilder, who teaches them how to act like a wolf again. When a wolf wilder is 
blamed for the loss of the Tsar's elk and imprisoned, her daughter must rescue her. 

 
Strange, Lucy. Our Castle by the Sea. (Juvenile Fiction Strange) 

Growing up in a lighthouse, Pet's world has been one of storms, secret tunnels, and stories about sea 
monsters. But now the country is at war and the clifftops are a terrifying battleground. Pet will need to muster 
all her bravery to uncover why her family is being torn apart.  
 

Tarshis, Lauren. I Survived Series. (Juvenile Fiction Tarshis) 
The most terrifying events in history are brought vividly to life in this fictional series. In book 1, 10-year-old 
George is trapped on the Titanic -- how will he survive? 
 

Taylor, Mildred D. Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry. (Juvenile Fiction Taylor) 
A black family living in Mississippi during the Depression of the 1930s is faced with prejudice and 
discrimination which its children do not understand. 

   
Williams-Garcia, Rita.  One Crazy Summer. (Juvenile Fiction Williams-Garcia) 

In the summer of 1968, after travelling to California to spend a month with the mother they barely know, 11- 
year-old Delphine and her two younger sisters arrive to a cold welcome as they discover that their mother is 
resentful of the intrusion of their visit and wants them to attend a Black Panther summer camp. 

 
Wolk, Lauren.  Beyond the Bright Sea. (Juvenile Fiction Wolk) 

Crow lives on Cuttyhunk, a tiny island off the coast of Massachusetts, having been rescued as a baby from a 
small boat set adrift from the island of Penikese. One night, a mysterious fire sets her on a quest to find out 
who is on Penikese and why – and in doing so, begins a series of discoveries that will reveal her unknown 
family.             
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