
  

 
 

STARTING SCHOOL 
 
Easy 
All titles are shelved alphabetically by the author’s last name unless otherwise indicated. 
 
Austin, Mike.  Monsters Love School. 

Nervous monsters attending school for the first time learn new things, make friends, and sample Chef Octi's 
special School Gruel. 
 

Barnes, Derek.  The King of Kindergarten. 
Instilled with confidence by his parents, a young boy has a great first day of kindergarten. 
 

Berube, Kate.  Mae’s First Day of School. 
Today is Mae’s first day of school. But Mae says, “I’M. NOT. GOING.” With the help of Rosie and Ms. Pearl, 
will Mae be ready to start the day? 

 
Calabrese, Keith. Lena’s Shoes are Nervous: a first-day-of-school dilemma. 

Lena is excited about starting kindergarten but her favorite shoes are not until, with the help of her father and a 
very special headband, she convinces the shoes--and herself--to be brave.  

 
Czekaj, Jef.  Little Ghoul Goes to School. 

Little Ghoul is nervous about her first day of school. What if her greatest fears come true--and everyone is 
nice? In this hilariously silly take on a monster's first day, Little Ghoul learns that school can be fun for 
creatures of every kind. 

 
Dewdney, Anna.  Llama Llama Misses Mama. 

Llama Llama experiences separation anxiety on his first day of nursery school. 
 
Diesen, Deborah.  Pout-Pout Fish Goes to School. 

Mr. Fish recalls how, on his very first day of school, he anxiously went to one classroom after another watching 
students do things he could not, until Miss Hewitt showed him to the room that was right for beginners. 
 

Ganz-Schmitt, Sue.  Planet Kindergarten. 
A young child imagines going off to Kindergarten as a journey to another planet. 
 

Henkes, Kevin.  Wemberly Worried. 
A mouse named Wemberly, who worries about everything, finds that she has a whole list of things to worry 
about when she faces the first day of nursery school.  

 
Higgins, Ryan T.  We Don’t Eat Our Classmates!. 

When the class pet bites the finger of Penelope, a tyrannosaurus rex, she finally understands why she should 
not eat her classmates, no matter how tasty they are.  

 
John, Jory.  First Day Critter Jitters. 

It's almost the first day of school, and the animals are nervous. But when they all arrive at their classroom, 
they're in for a surprise: their teacher, the armadillo, is nervous too! By the next day, the animals have all 
figured out how to help one another through their jitters, and they realize school isn't so scary after all. 
 

Lawler, Janet.  Kindergarten Hat. 
Carlos Abredo loves building forts, playing soccer, and gardening but he does not want to start kindergarten, 
until his new teacher reaches out to make him and his fellow students feel welcome. 

 
McCarthy, Jenna.  Lola Knows a Lot. 

Lola, who knows a lot, worries when her big sister, Charlotte, tells her that everyone at school will know more 
than she does, but when their mother suggests she list all her areas of expertise, Lola realizes that one 
important thing she knows is that she is ready to learn more. 
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Miller, Pat.  Sophie’s Squash Go to School. 
On her very first day of school, Sophie is reluctant to make friends with the other children, preferring to play 
with two squash she grew in her garden--but when a particularly persistent boy named Steven gives her a 
packet of seeds as an apology for accidentally ripping her picture, she realizes that it just takes time to grow a 
friend. 
 

Muhammad, Ibtihaj.  The Proudest Blue. 
Faizah knows the first day of school is going to be special. It's the start of a brand new year and, best of all, it's 
her older sister Asiya's first day of hijab. But not everyone sees hijab as beautiful, and in the face of hurtful, 
confusing words, Faizah will find new ways to be strong. 

 
Rex, Adam.  School’s First Day of School. 

It's the first day of school and everyone's nervous, especially the school itself!  The school has a rough start, 
but as the day goes on, he recovers, and sees that he's not the only one going through first-day jitters. 
 

Rim, Sujean.  Birdie’s First Day of School. 
Birdie is both excited and nervous about starting school, but once she sees the classroom and meets her 
teacher, she knows that everything will be fine. 

 
Schmid, Paul. Oliver and His Alligator.  

Nervous about the first day of school, Oliver brings an alligator to school for protection. 
 
Schofield-Morrison, Connie. I Got the School Spirit. 

As a new school year begins, a young girl is filled with school spirit as she zips her book bag shut, rides the 
bus, enjoys her classes, and eagerly anticipates the next day. 

 
Shaffer, Jody Jensen.  It’s Your First Day of School, Busy Bus!. 

Busy Bus is excited for the first day of school, but he also has jitters. Will the children like him? Will he be 
homesick? What if he gets lost?! Luckily, bus driver Ben knows just what to do to get the year off to a great 
start. 
 

Silvestro, Annie.  Butterflies on the First Day of School. 
On the night before the first day of school, Rosie’s tummy hurts. Her mom reassures her that it's just 
butterflies in her belly, and she'll feel better soon. Much to Rosie's surprise, when she says hello to a new 
friend on the bus, a butterfly flies out of her mouth!   

 
Wing, Natasha.  The Night Before Kindergarten. 

When a group of children prepares for and experiences the first day of kindergarten, the parents are the ones 
who have trouble adjusting. 

 
Wing, Natasha.  The Night Before Preschool. 

Billy is too nervous to sleep the night before preschool, but a kind teacher and new friends fill the day with fun. 
 
Willems, Mo.  The Pigeon Has to Go to School. 

The pigeon must go to school, but frets about math, learning the alphabet, heavy backpacks, and what the 
teacher and other birds will think of him. 
 

Wohnoutka, Mike.  So Big. 
Just when a little bear starts to feel overwhelmed on his first day of school he meets a new friend and together 
they find the courage to overcome their fear. 

 
Woodson, Jacqueline.  The Day You Begin. 

Other students laugh when Rigoberto, an immigrant from Venezuela, introduces himself but later, he meets 
Angelina and discovers that he is not the only one who feels like an outsider.  

 
Yoon, Salina.  Bear’s Big Day.  

Bear, feeling very grown-up, says goodbye to his stuffed rabbit, Floppy, and starts his first day of school but 
soon he is missing Floppy and worrying that he is not ready to be a big bear, after all.        
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