
YOUNG ADULT 
Books That Won’t Make You Blush 

No dirty laundry here – YA books that are wholesome in nature 
 
All titles are shelved alphabetically by the author’s last name in the Young Adult lounge unless otherwise 
indicated. 
 
Alender, Katie. Bad Girls Don’t Die. (Young Adult Fiction Alender) 

When fifteen-year-old Lexi's younger sister Kasey begins behaving strangely and their old Victorian 
house seems to take on a life of its own, Lexi investigates and discovers some frightening facts about 
previous occupants of the house, leading her to believe that many lives are in danger.  
 

Baldacci, David. The Finisher. (Young Adult Fiction Baldacci) 
Vega Jane has never left the village of Wormwood. But this isn't unusual; nobody has ever left the village 
of Wormwood. At least not until Quentin Herms vanishes into the unknown. Vega knows Quentin didn't 
just leave, but that he was chased, and he's left behind a dangerous trail of clues. The Quag is a dark 
forest filled with terrifying beasts and bloodthirsty Outliers. But just as deadly are the threats that exist 
within Wormwood, a place built on lies, where influential people are willing to kill to keep their secrets. But 
the closer Vega gets to the truth, the more she risks her life.   
 

Bingham, Kelly.  Shark Girl.  (Young Adult Fiction Bingham) 
After a shark attack causes the amputation of her right arm, fifteen-year-old Jane, an aspiring artist, 
struggles to come to terms with her loss and the changes it imposes on her day-to-day life and her plans 
for the future. 
 

Carter, Ally.  Heist Society.  (Young Adult Fiction Carter) 
Katarina Bishop grew up helping her family with some of the biggest heists, but when Kat turned fifteen, 
she planned a con of her own--scamming her way into the best boarding school, determined to leave the 
family business behind. Unfortunately, leaving "the life" proves harder than she'd expected  

 
Chandler, Kristen.  Wolves, Boys, & Other Things That Might Kill Me.  (Young Adult Fiction Chandler) 

Two teenagers become close as the citizens of their town fight over the packs of wolves that have been 
reintroduced into the nearby Yellowstone National Park. 
 

Dessen, Sarah. What Happened to Goodbye. (Young Adult Fiction Dessen) 
 Following her parents' bitter divorce as she and her father move from town to town, seventeen-year-old 
 Mclean reinvents herself at each school she attends until she is no longer sure she knows who she is or 
 where she belongs. 
 
Evans, Richard Paul. Michael Vey: the prisoner of cell 25. (Young Adult Fiction Evans) 
 To everyone at Meridian High School, fourteen-year-old Michael Vey is nothing special, just the kid who 
 has Tourette's syndrome. But in truth, Michael is extremely special--he has electric powers. Michael 
 thinks he is unique until he discovers that a cheerleader named Taylor has the same mysterious powers. 
 With the help of Michael's friend, Ostin, the three of them set out to discover how Michael and Taylor 
 ended up with their abilities, and their investigation soon brings them to the attention of a powerful group 
 who wants to control the electric teens--and through them, the world. 
 
Falls, Kat. Dark Life. (Juvenile Fiction Falls) 
 When fifteen-year-old Ty, who has always lived on the ocean floor, joins Topside girl Gemma in the frontier's 
 underworld to seek and stop outlaws who threaten his home, they learn that the government may pose an even 
 greater threat. 
 
Flanagan, John. The Outcasts. (Young Adult Fiction Flanagan) 
 Skandian outcasts Hal, Stig, and others do battle at sea against the Wolves and the Sharks, in the 
 ultimate race across icy waters where not everyone thinks of the competition as play. 
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Grant, Michael.  Gone.  (Young Adult Fiction Grant) 
 In a small town California coast town, everyone over the age of fourteen suddenly disappears, setting 
 up a battle between the remaining town residents and the students from a local private school, as well as 
 those who have "The Power" and are able to perform supernatural feats and those who do not.   
 
Hale, Shannon. The Goose Girl. (Young Adult Fiction Hale) 
 On her way to marry a prince she's never met, Princess Anidori is betrayed by her guards and her lady-in-
 waiting and must become a goose girl to survive until she can reveal her true identity and reclaim the 
 crown that is rightfully hers. 
 
Mass, Wendy.  A Mango-Shaped Space. (Juvenile Fiction Mass) 

Afraid that she is crazy, thirteen-year-old Mia, who sees a special color with every letter, number, and 
sound, keeps this a secret until she becomes overwhelmed by school, changing relationships, and the 
loss of something important to her. 
 

Meyer, Marissa. Cinder. (Young Adult Fiction Meyer) 
As plague ravages the overcrowded Earth, observed by a ruthless lunar people, Cinder, a gifted 
mechanic and cyborg, becomes involved with handsome Prince Kai and must uncover secrets about her 
past in order to protect the world in this futuristic take on the Cinderella story. Sequels to this book include 
Scarlet, Cress, and Winter.  
 

Nielsen, Jennifer. The False Prince. (Young Adult Fiction Neilsen) 
 In the country of Carthya, a devious nobleman engages four orphans in a brutal competition to be 
 selected to impersonate the king's long-missing son in an effort to avoid a civil war. Sequels to this book  
 include The Runaway King and The Shadow Throne. 
 
Nielsen, Jennifer. Mark of the Thief. (Juvenile Fiction Neilsen) 
 When Nic, a slave in the mines outside Rome, is forced to enter a sealed cavern containing lost 
 treasures of Julius Caesar, he finds himself in possession of an ancient amulet filled with magic once 
 reserved for the Gods, and becomes the center of a conspiracy to overthrow the emperor of Rome. 
 Sequels to this book include Rise of the Wolf and Wrath of the Storm. 
 
Nix, Garth. Frogkisser! (Young Adult Fiction Nix) 
 Princess Anya has a big problem: Duke Rikard, her step-stepfather is an evil wizard who wants to rule the 
 kingdom and has a habit of changing people into frogs, and her older sister Morven, the heir, is a wimp--
 so with the help of the librarian Gotfried (who turns into an owl when he is upset), and the Royal Dogs, 
 she must find away to defeat Rikard, save her sister, and maybe even turn Prince Denholm back into a 
 human being. 
 
Northrop, Michael. Trapped. (Young Adult Fiction Northrop) 
 Seven high school students are stranded at their New England high school during a week-long blizzard 
 that shuts down the power and heat, freezes the pipes, and leaves them wondering if they will survive. 
 
Oppel, Kenneth.  Airborn.  (Young Adult Fiction Oppel) 

Matt, a young cabin boy aboard an airship, and Kate, a wealthy young girl traveling with her chaperone, 
team up to search for the existence of mysterious winged creatures reportedly living hundreds of feet 
above the Earth's surface. 

 
Patterson, James.  The Dangerous Days of Daniel X.  (Young Adult Fiction Patterson) 

Fifteen-year-old Daniel has followed in his parents' footsteps as the Alien Hunter, exterminating beings on 
The List of Alien Outlaws on Terra Firma, but when he faces his first of the top ten outlaws, the very 
existence of Earth and another planet are at stake. The Daniel X series has several more titles that can 
all be found in Young Adult Fiction shelved under Patterson.  

 
Pfeffer, Susan Beth. Life As We Knew It. (Young Adult Fiction Pfeffer) 

Through journal entries sixteen-year-old Miranda describes her family's struggle to survive after a meteor 
hits the moon, causing worldwide tsunamis, earthquakes, and volcanic eruptions. 
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Schmatz, Pat.  Bluefish. (Young Adult Fiction Schmatz) 
Everything changes for thirteen-year-old Travis, a new student who is trying to hide a learning disability, 
when he meets a remarkable teacher and a sassy classmate with her own secrets. 

 
Schmidt, Gary.  The Wednesday Wars. (Young Adult Fiction Schmidt) 

During the 1967 school year, on Wednesday afternoons when all his classmates go to either Catechism 
or Hebrew school, seventh-grader Holling Hoodhood stays in Mrs. Baker's classroom where they read the 
plays of William Shakespeare and Holling learns much of value about the world he lives in. A companion 
title is Okay for Now. 
 

Spinelli, Jerry. Stargirl.  (Young Adult Fiction Spinelli) 
In this story about the perils of popularity, the courage of nonconformity, and the thrill of first love, an 
eccentric student named Stargirl changes Mica High School forever.   
 

Van Draanen, Wendelin.  The Running Dream. (Young Adult Fiction Van Draanen) 
When a school bus accident leaves sixteen-year-old Jessica an amputee, she returns to school with a 
prosthetic limb and her track team finds a wonderful way to help rekindle her dream of running again. 

 
Wein, Elizabeth. Code Name Verity. (Young Adult Fiction Wein) 

In 1943, a British fighter plane crashes in Nazi-occupied France and the survivor tells a tale of friendship, 
war, espionage, and great courage as she relates what she must to survive while keeping secret all that 
she can. 
 

Welch, Jenna Evans.  Love & Gelato.  (Young Adult Fiction Welch) 
After her mother dies, Lina travels to Italy where she discovers her mother's journal and sets off on an 
adventure to unearth her mother's secrets.  

 
West, Kasie. P.S. I Like You. (Young Adult Fiction West) 
 Every day in chemistry class, high school student and aspiring songwriter Lily Abbott is finding notes left 
 to her by a mystery boy, love letters really, and she hopes they are from Lucas, a boy she is attracted to--
 so when she finds out they are really from, she is shocked and unsure about how to respond. 
 
Westerfeld, Scott.  Uglies. (Young Adult Fiction Westerfeld) 

In Tally's world, your sixteenth birthday brings an operation that turns you from a repellent ugly into a 
stunningly attractive pretty and catapults you into a high-tech paradise where your only job is to have a 
really great time. In just a few weeks Tally will be there. But Tally's new friend Shay isn't sure she wants 
to be pretty. She'd rather risk life on the outside. Sequels to this book include Pretties, Specials, and 
Extras.  
 

Wright, Bil. Putting Makeup on the Fat Boy. (Young Adult Fiction Wright) 
 Sixteen-year-old Carlos Duarte is on the verge of realizing his dream of becoming a famous make-up 
 artist, but first he must face his jealous boss at a Macy's cosmetics counter, his sister's abusive boyfriend, 
 and his crush on a punk-rocker classmate. 
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