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Anderson, Laurie Halse.  Chains: Seeds of America.  (Young Adult and Juvenile Fiction Anderson) 

After being sold to a cruel couple in New York City, a slave named Isabel spies for the rebels during the 
Revolutionary War. 

 
Acosta, Daniel.  Iron River  (Young Adult Fiction Acosta) 
 When 12-year-old Manny Maldonado and his friends find a hobo's body near the train tracks that run 
 through their tight-knit San Gabriel valley community, a police officer tries to pin the murder on them. 
 
Berry, Julie.  Passion of Dolssa.  (Young Adult Fiction Berry) 
 A girl matchmaker in 13th-century southern France meets a religious mystic on the run from the Inquisition. 
 
Brockenbrough, Martha.  The Game of Love and Death.  (Young Adult Fiction Brockenbrough) 
 In Seattle in 1937 two 17-year-olds, Henry, who is white, and Flora, who is African-American, become the 
 unwitting pawns in a game played by two immortal figures, Love and Death, where they must choose each 
 other at the end, or one of them will die.  
 
Choldenko, Gennifer.  Al Capone Shines My Shoes. (Juvenile Fiction Choldenko) 

Moose Flanagan, who lives on Alcatraz along with his family and the families of the other prison guards, is 
frightened when he discovers that noted gangster Al Capone, a prisoner there, wants a favor in return for the 
help that he secretly gave Moose. 
 

Fombelle, Timothee de.  Vango.  Between sky and earth.  (Young Adult Fiction Fombelle) 
 In a world between wars, a young man on the cusp of taking priestly vows is suddenly made a fugitive. 
 Fleeing the accusations of police who blame him for a murder Vango attempts to trace the secrets of his 
 shrouded past and prove his innocence before all is lost. 
 
Gansworth, Eric.  Give Me Some Truth.  (Young Adult Fiction Gansworth) 
 Carson Mastick is entering his senior year of high school and is desperate to make his mark, on the 
 reservation and off. A rock band --and winning Battle of the Bands-- is his best shot. But things keep getting 
 in the way. Small matters like the lack of an actual band, or his brother getting shot by the racist owner of a 
 local restaurant. 
 
Gantos, Jack.  Dead End in Norvelt.  (Young Adult Fiction Gantos) 

In the historic town of Norvelt, Pennsylvania,12-year-old Jack Gantos spends the summer of 1962 grounded 
for various offenses until he is assigned to help an elderly neighbor with a most unusual chore involving the 
newly dead, molten wax, twisted promises, Girl Scout cookies, typewriting, and countless bloody noses. 
 

Gibney, Shannon.  Dream Country.  (Young Adult Fiction Gibney) 
Dream Country is the story of five generations of young people from one African American family chasing an 
elusive dream across centuries and continents. Gibney conjures an ambitious, sinuous novel from a family 
tree twisted to its breaking point by slavery and colonialism but ultimately held together by hope and 
determination. 
 

Hesse, Monica.  The War Outside.  (Young Adult Fiction Hesse) 
 Teens Haruko, a Japanese American, and Margot, a German American, form a life-changing friendship as 
 everything around them starts falling apart in the Crystal City family internment camp during World War II.  
 
Hutton, Keely.  Soldier Boy. (Young Adult Hutton) 

Follows Ricky from 1987-1991, and Samuel in 2006, as they are abducted to serve as child-soldiers in 
Joseph Kony's Lord's Resistance Army in Uganda. Includes historical notes and information about Friends of 
Orphans, an organization founded by Ricky Richard Anywar, on whose life the story is partly based. 

  
Kadohata, Cynthia.  Kira-Kira. (Young Adult and Juvenile Fiction Kadohata) 

Chronicles the close friendship between two Japanese-American sisters growing up in rural Georgia during 
the late 1950s and early 1960s, and the despair when one sister becomes terminally ill. 
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Kelly, Jacqueline. The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate. (Young Adult Fiction Kelly) 

In central Texas in 1899, 11-year-old Callie Vee Tate is instructed to be a lady by her mother, learns about 
love from the older three of her six brothers, and studies the natural world with her grandfather, which leads to 
an important discovery. 
 

Latham, Jennifer.  Dreamland Burning. (Young Adult Fiction Latham) 
 When Rowan finds a skeleton on her family's property, investigating the brutal, century-old murder leads to 
 painful discoveries about the past. Alternating chapters tell the story of William, another teen grappling with 
 the racial firestorm leading up to the 1921 Tulsa race riot, providing some clues to the mystery. 
 
Lee, Mackenzie.  The Gentleman’s Guide to Vice and Virtue.  (Young Adult Fiction Lee) 
 Vowing to make his yearlong escapade across Europe his last hurrah before taking over the family estate, 
 Henry "Monty" Montague and his best friend Percy find themselves in the middle of a dangerous manhunt 
 involving pirates and highwaymen. 
 
McCormick, Patricia.  Never Fall Down.  (Young Adult Fiction McCormick) 

Cambodian child soldier Arn Chorn-Pond defied the odds and used all of his courage and wits to survive the 
murderous regime of the Khmer Rouge. 

 
Preus, Margi.  West of the Moon. (Young Adult Fiction Preus) 
 In nineteenth-century Norway, 14-year-old Astri, whose aunt has sold her to a mean goatherder, dreams of 
 joining her father in America. 
 
Rinaldi, Ann.  Nine Days a Queen: the short life and reign of Lady Jane Grey.  (Young Adult Fiction Rinaldi) 

“I had freckles. I had sandy hair. I was too short. Would my feet even touch the ground if I sat on the throne?” 
These are the words of Lady Jane Grey, as imagined by celebrated author Ann Rinaldi. Jane would become 
Queen of England for only nine days before being beheaded at the age of sixteen. Here is a breathtaking 
story of English royalty with its pageantry, privilege, and surprising cruelty. 

 
Schlitz, Laura.  The Hired Girl. (Young Adult Fiction Schlitz) 
 14-year-old Joan Skraggs, just like the heroines in her beloved novels, yearns for real life and true love. But 
 what hope is there for adventure on a hardscrabble farm in Pennsylvania where the work  never ends? Over 
 the summer of 1911, Joan pours her heart out into her diary as she seeks a new, better life for herself. 
 
Schmidt, Gary D.  Okay for Now.  (Young Adult Fiction Schmidt) 

Upstate New York, 1968: As a 14-year-old who just moved to a new town, with no friends, an abusive father, 
and a louse for an older brother, Doug Swieteck has all the stats stacked against him until he finds an ally in 
Lil Spicer--a fiery young lady. Together, they find a safe haven in the local library, inspiration in learning about 
the plates of John James Audubon's birds, and a hilarious adventure on a Broadway stage. 

 
Sepetys, Ruta.  Out of the Easy. (Young Adult Fiction Sepetys) 
 Josie, the 17-year-old daughter of a French Quarter prostitute, is striving to escape 1950 New Orleans and 
 enroll at prestigious Smith College when she becomes entangled in a murder investigation.  
 
Talley, Robin.  Pulp.  (Young Adult Fiction Talley) 

In 1955, 18-year-old Janet Jones keeps the love she shares with her best friend Marie a secret. It’s not easy 
being gay in the age of McCarthyism, but when she discovers a series of books about women falling in love 
with other women, it awakens something in Janet. As she juggles a romance she must keep hidden and a 
newfound ambition to write and publish her own story, she risks exposing herself—and Marie—to danger. 

 
Tash, Sarvenaz.  Three Day Summer.  (Young Adult Fiction Tash) 
 During the three days of the music festival known as Woodstock, Michael Michaelson of Somerville, 
 Massachusetts, and Cora Fletcher, a volunteer in the medical tent who lives nearby, share incredible 
 experiences, the greatest of which is meeting each other. 
 
Wein, Elizabeth.  Code Name Verity.  (Young Adult Fiction Wein) 

In 1943, a British fighter plane crashes in Nazi-occupied France and the survivor tells a tale of friendship, war, 
espionage, and great courage as she relates what she must to survive while keeping secret all that she can. 
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