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The following titles are shelved by the author’s last name in the Young Adult Fiction section unless otherwise indicated. 

 
Abdel-Fattah, Randa. Does My Head Look Big In This? (Young Adult Fiction Abdel-Fattah) 

Year Eleven at an exclusive prep school in Melbourne, Australia, would be tough enough, but it is further 
complicated for Amal when she decides to wear the her hijab full-time as a badge of her faith--without losing 
her identity or sense of style. 

 
Alexie, Sherman. The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian. (Young Adult Fiction Alexie) 

Budding cartoonist Junior leaves his troubled school on the Spokane Indian Reservation to attend an all-white 
farm town school where the only other Indian is the school mascot. 
 

Dellaira. Ava. In Search of Us. (Young Adult Fiction Dellaira) 
Relates the stories of Marilyn who, at age 17, fell in love with James, left her stage-mother, and set out on her 
own and Angie, her now 17 year-old daughter, who returns to Hollywood seeking her father.   

 
Gansworth, Eric. If I Ever Get Out of Here : a novel with paintings. (Young Adult Fiction Gansworth) 
 Seventh grader Lewis "Shoe" Blake from the Tuscarora Reservation has a new friend, George Haddonfield 
 from the local Air Force base, but in 1975 upstate New York there is a lot of tension and hatred between 
 Native Americans and Whites--and Lewis is not sure that he can rely on friendship. 
 
Khorram, Adib. Darius the Great Is Not Okay. (Young Adult Fiction Khorram) 
 Clinically-depressed Darius Kellner, a high school sophomore, travels to Iran to meet his grandparents, but it is 
 their next-door neighbor, Sohrab, who changes his life.   
 
Lai, Thanhha. Inside Out & Back Again. (Juvenile Fiction Lai) 

Through a series of poems, a young girl chronicles the life-changing year of 1975, when she, her mother, and 
her brothers leave Vietnam and resettle in Alabama. 
 

Mafi, Tahereh. A Very Large Expanse of Sea. (Young Adult Fiction Mafi) 
 It's 2002, a year after 9/11. It's a turbulent time politically, but especially for Shirin, a 16 year-old Muslim girl 
 who's tired of being stereotyped for her race, religion, and hijab. She refuses to let anyone get close and 
 instead drowns her frustrations in music and break-dancing. Then she meets Ocean, the first person who 
 really seems to want to get to know her, but letting her guard down is a struggle.  
 
Magoon, Kekla. How It Went Down. (Young Adult Fiction Magoon) 
 When 16 year-old Tariq Johnson is shot to death, his community is thrown into an uproar  because Tariq was 
 black and the shooter, Jack Franklin, is white, and in the aftermath everyone has  something to say, but no two 
 accounts of the events agree. 
 
McCormick, Patricia. Never Fall Down: a novel. (Young Adult Fiction McCormick) 

Cambodian child soldier Arn Chorn-Pond defied the odds and used all of his courage and wits to survive the 
murderous regime of the Khmer Rouge. 

 
McCormick, Patricia. Sold. (Young Adult Fiction McCormick) 

When she is tricked by her stepfather and sold into prostitution, 13 year-old Lakshmi becomes submerged in a 
nightmare where her only comfort is the friendship she forms with the other girls, which helps her survive and 
eventually escape. 

 
Medina, Meg. Yaqui Delgado Wants to Kick your Ass. (Young Adult Fiction Medina) 

One morning before school, some girl tells Piddy Sanchez that Yaqui Delgado wants to kick her ass. Word is 
that Yaqui thinks Piddy is stuck-up, and isn't Latin enough with her white skin, good grades, and no accent. 
Avoiding Yaqui and her gang takes over Piddy's life. Is there any way for Piddy to survive without closing 
herself off or running away? 
 

Menon, Sandhya. When Dimple Met Rishi. (Young Adult Fiction Menon) 
 When Dimple Shah and Rishi Patel meet at a Stanford University summer program, Dimple is avoiding her 
 parents' obsession with "marriage prospects" but Rishi hopes to woo her into accepting arranged marriage. 
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Pan, Emily X. R. The Astonishing Color of After. (Young Adult Fiction Pan) 
After her mother's suicide, grief-stricken Leigh Sanders travels to Taiwan to stay with grandparents she never 
met, determined to find her mother who she believes turned into a bird.  

 
Park, Linda. A Long Walk to Water. (Young Adult Fiction Park) 
 When the Sudanese civil war reaches his village in 1985, 11 year-old Salva becomes separated from his 
 family and must walk with other Dinka tribe members through southern Sudan, Ethiopia, and Kenya in search 
 of safe haven. Based on the life of Salva Dut, who, after emigrating to America in 1996, began a project to dig 
 water wells in Sudan. 
 
Sáenz, Benjamin Alire. The Inexplicable Logic of My Life. (Young Adult Fiction Sáenz) 
 A story set on the American border with Mexico, about family and friendship, life and death, and one teen 
 struggling to understand what his adoption does and doesn't mean about who he is. 
 
Sanchez, Erika L. I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter. (Young Adult Fiction Sanchez) 
 Perfect Mexican daughters do not go away to college, or move out of their parents' house after graduation. 
 But Julia is not your perfect Mexican daughter. That was Olga's role. Then an accident leaves Olga 
 dead and Julia left to reassemble the pieces of her family. No one seems to acknowledge that Julia is broken, 
 too. Instead, her mother channels her grief into pointing out every possible way Julia has  failed.  
 
Slater, Dashka. The 57 Bus. (Young Adult Non-Fiction 364.15 SL151f) 
 If it weren't for the 57 bus, Sasha and Richard never would have met. Sasha, a white teen, attended a small 
 private school. Richard, a black teen, lived in the crime-plagued flatlands and attended a large public one. One 
 afternoon, a single reckless act left Sasha severely burned, and Richard charged with hate crimes and facing 
 life imprisonment. Based on a true account. 
  
Stone, Nic. Dear Martin. (Young Adult Fiction Stone) 
 Writing letters to the late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 17 year-old college-bound Justyce McAllister  struggles to 
 face the reality of race relations today and how they are shaping him.. 

 
Thomas, Angie. The Hate U Give. (Young Adult Fiction Thomas) 
 16 year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives and the 
 fancy prep school she attends. This balance is shattered when she witnesses the shooting of her  friend Khalil 
 at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. Soon, his death is a  national headline. Everyone wants to 
 know: what really went down that night? The only person who can answer that is Starr. But what she does or 
 does not say could upend her community, and endanger her life. 

 
Watson, Renee. Piecing Me Together. (Young Adult Fiction Watson) 
 Tired of being singled out at her mostly-white private school as someone who needs support, high school 
 junior Jade would rather participate in the school's amazing Study Abroad program than join Women to 
 Women, a mentorship program for at-risk girls. 
 
Yang, Gene Luen.  American Born Chinese. (Young Adult Nonfiction 741.5973 Y163a) 

Alternates three interrelated stories about the problems of young Chinese Americans trying to participate in the 
popular culture. Presented in comic book format. 

 
Yoon, Nicola. The Sun is Also a Star. (Young Adult Fiction Yoon) 
 Natasha is a girl who believes in science and facts. Daniel has always been a good son and good student. But 
 when he sees Natasha he forgets all that and believes there is something extraordinary in store for both of 
 them. 
 
Zobo, Ibi. American Street. (Young Adult Fiction Zobo) 
 When Fabiola's mother is detained upon their arrival to the United States, Fabiola must navigate her loud 
 American cousins, the grittiness of Detroit's west side, a new school, and a surprising romance all on her own. 
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