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Anderson, Laurie Halse.  The Impossible Knife of Memory. 
Hayley Kincaid and her father move back to their hometown to try a 'normal' life, but the horrors he saw in the 
war threaten to destroy their lives. 

 
Asher, Jay.  Thirteen Reasons Why. 

When high school student Clay Jenkins receives a box in the mail containing thirteen cassette tapes recorded 
by his classmate Hannah, who committed suicide, he spends a bewildering and heartbreaking night 
crisscrossing their town, listening to Hannah's voice recounting the events leading up to her death. 
 

Benway, Robin.  Far From the Tree. 
Three teenagers, biological siblings separated by adoption, explore the meaning of family in all its forms—how 
to find it, how to keep it, and how to love it. 

 
Betts, A.J.  Zac & Mia. 

The last person Zac expects in the room next door is a girl like Mia, angry and feisty with questionable taste in 
music. In the real world, he wouldn't--couldn't--be friends with her. In the hospital different rules apply, and 
what begins as a knock on the wall leads to a note--then a friendship neither of them sees coming. 

 
Dellaira, Ava.  Love Letters to the Dead. 

When Laurel starts writing letters to dead people for a school assignment, she begins to spill about her sister's 
mysterious death, her mother's departure from the family, her new friends, and her first love. 

 
Ehrlich, Esther. Nest.  

On Cape Cod in 1972, eleven-year-old Naomi, known as Chirp for her love of birds, gets help from neighbor 
Joey as she struggles to cope with her mother's multiple sclerosis and its effect on her father and sister. 

 
Green, John.  The Fault in Our Stars. 

Sixteen-year-old Hazel, a stage IV thyroid cancer patient, has accepted her terminal diagnosis until a chance 
meeting with a boy at cancer support group forces her to reexamine her perspective on love, loss, and life. 

 
Levithan, David. Every Day. 

Every morning A wakes in a different person's body, in a different person's life, learning over the years to 
never get too attached, until he wakes up in the body of Justin and falls in love with Justin's girlfriend, 
Rhiannon. 

 
Matson, Morgan.  Second Chance Summer. 

Taylor’s family might not be the closest-knit, but for the most part, they get along just fine. Then Taylor's dad 
gets devastating news and her parents decide that the family will spend one last summer all together. 
Crammed into a small and rustic place, they begin to get to know each other again. As the summer progresses 
and the family grows closer, they're more aware than ever that they're battling a ticking clock.  

 
McCullough, Joy.  Blood Water Paint.  

Rome, 1605: After her mother's death, Artemisia Gentileschi had a stark choice: a life as a nun in a convent or 
a life grinding pigment for her father's paint. She chose paint. Artemisia became one of Rome's most talented 
painters-- and her father took all the credit. Five years later, in the aftermath of a rape, Artemisia faced another 
terrible choice: a life of silence or a life of truth, no matter the cost. Through the ensuing trial and torture, she is 
buoyed by her mother's stories of strong women of the Bible. 

 
Mendez, Matt.  Barely Missing Everything.  

Three Mexican-Americans--Juan, JD, and Fabi--each try to overcome their individual struggles as they all 
grapple with how to make a better life for themselves when it seems like brown lives don't matter. 
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Nelson, Jandy. The Sky is Everywhere. 
In the months after her sister dies, seventeen-year-old Lennie falls into a love triangle and discovers the 
strength to follow her dream of becoming a musician. 

 
Ng, Celeste.  Everything I Never Told You. (Adult Fiction Ng) 

A profoundly moving story of family, history, and the meaning of home, Everything I Never Told You is both a 
gripping page-turner and a sensitive family portrait, exploring the divisions between cultures and the rifts within 
a family, and uncovering the ways in which mothers and daughters, fathers and sons, and husbands and 
wives struggle, all their lives, to understand one another. 

 
Niven, Jennifer. All the Bright Places.  

Told in alternating voices, when Theodore Finch and Violet Markey meet on the ledge of the bell tower at 
school--both teetering on the edge--it's the beginning of an unlikely relationship, a journey to discover the 
"natural wonders" of the state of Indiana, and two teens' desperate desire to heal and save one another. 

 
Oliver, Lauren. Before I Fall. 

After she dies in a car crash, teenage Samantha relives the day of her death over and over again until, on the 
seventh day, she finally discovers a way to save herself. 

 
Pan, Emily.  The Astonishing Color of After. 

After her mother's suicide, grief-stricken Leigh Sanders travels to Taiwan to stay with grandparents she never 
met, determined to find her mother who she believes turned into a bird. 

 
Paterson, Katherine.  Bridge to Terabithia.  (Juvenile Fiction Paterson)  

The life of a ten-year-old boy in rural Virginia expands when he becomes friends with a newcomer who 
subsequently meets an untimely death trying to reach their hideaway, Terabithia, during a storm. 

 
Perkins, Mitali. Forward Me Back to You.  

Katina King is the reigning teen jujitsu champion of Northern California, but shes having trouble fighting off the 
secrets in her past. Robin Thornton was adopted from an orphanage in India and is reluctant to take on his 
future. If he cant find his roots, how can he possibly plan ahead? Robin and Kat meet in the most unlikely of 
places: a summer service trip to Kolkata to work with survivors of human trafficking. As bonds build between 
the travel mates, Robin and Kat discover that justice and healing are tangled, like the pain of their pasts and 
the hope for their futures. You can’t rewind life; sometimes you just have to push play. 

 
Sanchez, Erika.  I am not your perfect Mexican daughter. 

Perfect Mexican daughters do not go away to college. And they do not move out of their parents' house after 
high school graduation. Perfect Mexican daughters never abandon their family. But Julia is not your perfect 
Mexican daughter.  

 
Sepetys, Ruta.  Salt to the Sea. 

As World War II draws to a close, refugees try to escape the war's final dangers, only to find themselves 
aboard a ship with a target on its hull. 

 
Silvera, Adam. They Both Die at the End.   

In a near-future New York City where a service alerts people on the day they will die, teenagers Mateo Torrez 
and Rufus Emeterio meet using the Last Friend app and are faced with the challenge of living a lifetime on 
their End Day. 
 

Zentner, Jeff.  The Serpent King. 
The son of a Pentecostal preacher faces his personal demons as he and his two outcast friends try to make it 
through their senior year of high school in rural Forrestville, Tennessee without letting the small-town culture 
destroy their creative spirits and sense of self. 

 
. 
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