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To fThe Board of Directors of the nau Claire Public Library.
Ladies and Gentlemen:

I have the honor of submitting to you & summery of the
work of the library fo; the year 1923. You will remember
thet by statute the Tfiscal year has been changed from June 30
to December 31, and therefore, this is the first annuel report

to be given under ths change.
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The following report is actually for work dome in 1923.

CIRCULATION

The total circulation for the year was 153,203 books for
home use. 0f these 1C0,420 were from the adult depariment
and 52,783 from the children’s room. As our largest yearly
circulation to date was 147,778, our gein was 5,427, which
under the circumstances that we have worked is most gratify-
ing, inasmbich as libraries &ll over the country are reporting
decreas ing circulation - laying the blame on the movies, radlo,
automobiles, snd the fact that more men are employed now than
formerly. It hus been & pleasing fact that owr men patrons
are still coming or sending their wiwes or children in for
books whsn they capnot come themselves, Kore and more
of the books thet are useful and infoiming have bheen taken
out. Our aversage for non-fiction reading is unusually high,
42 per cent. when compared with statistics from other librar-
ies. While the Western and Mystery stories are still
very popular, it is a pleasure to report that such books as
Papini's Life of Christ, americanizetion of Hdward Bok, Post's
Ltiquette, Life and Letters of Walter Page, have never been
put back on the shelves, and they have all been in the library

about a year.
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It is interesting to compere the cost’bf circulating a
book. The most recent report we have from aznother library
(January 1, 1924) mentions with pride that it only costs them
a little over 14 cents to circulate each book. It costs us
same fraction over nine cents to circulate our books last
year,

The demand for worthwhile books is an established fact.
for the past three ysars during the Lenten season we have been
advocating and heving as a slogan, "More serious read ing for
the Lenten Season", The pastors of the city have been very
helpful in this, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Schleuter, r. Parr, Mr.
MacKenny, and Mr. Raue have brought in their own books for us
to uge at this time. This ppan of ours has been w:itten up
in Publisher's VWeekly and one or two church papers. We {the
pestors who have cooperated) have felt that the small effort
put forth by us all was we ll repsaid. We will continue this
again this yesr. Our patrons now ask if we will h&eve & Lenten
shelf 8 We try to 8&dd books vhich will be especially attrac-
tive for this collection. After the books are put back in
thelr respective plgeces on the shelves, patrons very often ask
for ths books so we feel the experiment is & good one,

REGISTRATION

We now have 12,089 registered borrowers. 0f thess 7480
are adults (borrowers ovar 16) and 4609 in the children's room.

ACCESSIDNS

Last year 2213 books were dded - of these 91 were gifts.
1250 pooks were withdrawn, The total number of books in the
library is 31,719

CHILDREN'S WORK
Since September 1, we have again had a regularly trained

children's librarian. While the work in the children's room
has suffered still we had managed to keep & good supply of the
best books. 't was fortunate that we were able to have Mrs,

Zva Taylor, also a trained children's librariam, to help us out
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for part tine work. We nave already visited the schools

once and regulary story hours are being held,

STAFF

At the beginning of the year owr s taff was more nearly
normal than it had been for some time before or since., The
librarian took advantage of this, and through the generosity
of the Board was allowed & three month'™s leave of absence for
study in New York. This is very much appreciated. There
have been many changes in the staff. In fact, Miss Witwen
and Miss Donaldson are the only ones laft besides the librarisan.
Dan Cupid was mostly responsible for disrupting the staff, with
three marriages to his credlt. Miss Ruth Sorenson res igned
in august. She had been with us five years, both on the staff
at the main library and at the high school for the past three
years. Miss Alice Hvenson resigned in June. She had been
with us four years, Miss Iynette McCullocn, after being with
um one and & half years, resigned in March. It das with re-
gret that their resignations were accepted. As it has been
impossible to obtain trained library workers we have struggked
along as best we could breaking in new pesople from time to time.
We have tried Brd not to let the public suffer on this account.
We wuld say here that we do not believe there is a more under-
standing public anywhere than right in Eauw Claire. At times
snnoying situations have arisen that have prowved this, Miss

Jeanette Tamb succeeded Miss Sorenson as High School Librarian.

NEZDS
We are happy to report that our roof now seems to be intact,
so that when we get through burhing soft coal we may re-decorate
the building which needs this badly. The Council feels as we
do that it is not economy to let a building go down too much,
and increased our budget to care for the roof and redecorating.
Our budget will also tuke care of & larger staff and trained

workers so we hope to 4o some needed extension worke
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wWe should add foreign boolke. There sre still many for-
gisners who cannot resad EZnglish. We have borrowed all we
eould from the Librory Commission. It is some time sincs we
added sny Horwegian or German bookse.

REFERENCE

The public i3 coming to the library with their every day
problems -~ one time it is oﬁlling for poultry flocks and
diseases of poultry - books on pipeless furnaces - hardly & week
passed that some one does ot came to look up sbout disesses,
or diets for children, or for reducing, for diabetes, etc.
Willeg, contracts, and formulus are freguent demands. One
guestion we could not answer completely was the Znd point test
for gasoline. Assistance in debsates, declamatory contest
selections, topics for paper, and talks by Women's Clubs, etc.
have been more than usual this past year.

GIFTS

The library is grateful to many friends for the always
welcome donutions of flowers, magazines, and occusional books
and reports. The librury has received many books thie year:
Dr, Payne - medical books
Jr,., Thrane's estate -~ medical books and painting
Dr. French - medical books - in memory of Lirs. French
Mr. & lrs. L. W'« Owen - 6% books
Mrs. S. J. Moon - 17 Dbooks
Mrs. 4. C. Gower - 3 books
Gardner Teall - magazines, pamphlets, and books.

Wie are also grateful to the Press for their interest and
willingness to give us space. We would express our gratitude
to Mrs, Robertson for flowers and for s ssistance during Good
Book eek; also to Mr. Tesll for help during Good Book Veek,

and other times. It is impossible to mention all the nice
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and thoughtful things done by owr friends, but we do eppreciate
than and are grateful.

I wish, personelly, to acknowledge my deep grutitude to
the staff whose loyalty and sacrifice made it possible for me

to be away for three months, and my Binsero thanks io the

membere of the Library Board for cordial cooperation and keen
interest.

Respectfully submitted,

Laurs M. Olsen
Librerisan
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Annual Statistical Report

For latest completed fiscal year

SPECIAL

COLLECY

Year ending...... m WL’:L ............ ,1923..

............................

Population (la.st census)..“LQ...g.B..Q ..............

Books ient free to residents of city, township,

county, or to all applicants (underscore words

that apply)

Tc%al assessed valuation of property in city

22,962, 37l.00 ..

Percentage of library tax levy (if separately

levied} by fraction of mill
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. Statistics,

" Statistical figures to include main library and all agencies.

Books

Number of volumes at beginning of year .
Number of volumes added during year
. Total | ‘
Number of volumes lost or withdrawn during the year .
‘Net volumes at end of year
Reéistration
Number of borrowers registered at beginning of year
Number of borrgwers registéfed durking j;ear .

Total

Number of registrations cancelled during year because bor-
rowers died, left city, or discontinued use of library .

Total number of active bofrowers at end of year .

Adult  Children  Total
25250 5506 36750
A T69 | 22 1Y
. 269 629532969
§v | 452 pso

- 5894|5825 31749
‘ Adult - Children  Total
6957 418> L i4s

\‘{8\‘

985

a76e)

8738

568

13900

126¥%

557

1817

8o

609

I&o??

Number of borrowers who live outside ¢ity (included in a,bove)

Note,—-Librarians who wish to record re-registrations may enter figures in red under other figures in space assigned to item.

“Circulation

1. The cxrculat:on shall be accurately recorded each day, coun‘cmg one for euch lendmg of -a bound volume. pamphlet or

periodical, for home use.

2. Renewal of a book upon the express requeat of a patron at or near the end of a regular term of issue may be counted,
but no incresse shall be made because books are read by others or for any other reason.

8. Pictures, -clippings, etc., are not. included in tabulation below.,

_Adult _ Children _ Total
Number of volumes of non-fietion (English) lent . . L8890 Ab103 55293
Number of volumes of fiction (Engli’sh): lent . LZS3|| &5 .(?78 BB 2 O~‘t
Number of unbound periodicals lent. | 6927 ;PL 132
Number of volumes in foreign 1anguages lent . . 2372 S A371L
Total . « . . . . . . . . - . . . |\oo4Z0 517§ 153203

Total number of btmks, unbound pefiodicals and p'a'mphlets lent oﬁtsidefthébii‘;y (iil- ‘

eluded in "above)

. Plesse give on separsate sheet analysxs of this total by to-vnshins etc zwmg name ami circulntlon for each.

Other circulation (not ineluded in above)
Pictures e e e e e e e e e

Other Semce Counted

Number of reference questmns answered e e e

Clippings
Any other (itemized)

Number of readers . . . e e .

3169
245

s T p e £ e B P L s o e

MR
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iTown Extension

‘County Extension

Extension

Definitions
Traveling libraries , The smallest of the general agencies.
School deposit libraries. Collectwns of about 80 books placed in class rooms, in charge of the teach for eireul i

among the ehildren.

fhe School stations. Larger collections, for the whole school, in chatge of an assistant sent from the library once & week or
oftener,

Industrial and other stations. Collections of & few hundred volumee, changed frequently, in cha.rze of an assistant from
the library or -an employe of the factory or institution served,

Branch libraries. Auxiliary libraries, complete in themselves, having a more permanent collection uf books. with hours of
opening that approximate these of the central library. May be located in =z rented room, a school or a library building.

City Extension ' No. of Circu-

: : : ageneies  lation
Branches (general, high school, junior high, grade school) -y 1308%
Stations and travelmg libraries . . . . . . . . . . .

School stations . .. .- . . . . .. . !
School deposits (No. of schools) . 4= Ql- Retige - 2'5; )
_ {Collections for b4~ separate class rooms) )
Y €799

Stations and travehng hbrames e e e e e e

School deposits (No. of schools) . . . .- . . . . .
{Colleetions for - separate class rooms)
Total . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Branches . . . . . .+ . . . o .

Stations and traveling libraries oL, N

School deposits (No. of schools) . ‘. . .4 s .
{Collections for separate class: rooms)

Coe e Al884

‘,Total...........,.;

S Work thh Chnldren

Instructlon in use of hbrary? ‘6"'4—

i
B

:%tory hour? 3%——-
{Clubs ¥ B 2 MLM_.
bchool eredit for reading-done? @“"‘L‘"""\ """‘C’Q“ v

H - 1

, Publici;y '
lerary notes in newspapers? ‘al—ﬂ*' Library'exhibits} YRe—
Bulletin boards? ~‘y&&o-— ' Signs? - Yte—
Window, displays? wes Slides at the movies ‘yeo—
. Periodicals

Number of current magazines received regularly by subseription or. gift . . .

|

Number of newspapers received . . . . . . . . . . o« . . . J




Auditoriums and“Club Rooms © . £, Comwi.. ad.Qoaoc.

. 3 + B
Use by outside organizations? R Clks ~ R e —~ Rud Crova. Crnneal naf

Lectures, meetings, etc., arranged by library? e - g""w"“g lrlong crmas — 512@%
Exhibitions !

Principal Gifts During Year

From No. books Cash Special
...................... $......
........... B
L) $
e ’ Financial Statefnent :
) Reeeipts . LT »‘M‘ . 3 . . Payments
Unexpended balance . . $ 2‘]3’4’ Books . . . . . . . § \‘\3‘1 6o
Appropriations I Periodigals 297 e= |

City or village . . . . *[tﬂwgﬁj Binding . . . . . . . "74’4‘4’

© County . et D Salaries—library service . . ©o81|6§ A

Town of . . . . . . : janitor service . . VA4t 2§
o , ' Rent O

Interest from endowments . . . l

78[55' Heat . . . . . . . . |ot4]| o>
Light . . . . . . . . 47|14

Fines, lost books, reserves .

Rental collection. . . . . 42 ,
S 2“! ‘l Permanent improvements .
Gifts . . . ... .. . . 1|88 :

Repairs . . . . . . .“05{’ |
Other sources _ . : " b qé

e e .| Stationery and supplies. . . 134285
'3) Wtk 63313 " Printing . . . . . . . 5% 20
' - Postage, express, freight . . 138 35°

. Insurance . .n & ‘
333 47
Other expenses , . ., ., . tsq‘ ol

' Total expenditures . . ’;g{ 5:{
; ‘# ] —|{ . Balance onhand. . . . A }5 ‘Db?héw:e

s et ol $14850 |54
| o 14'2,;1. 4 7__.&::\&&-{‘:

—*W”
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