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Eau Claire Grows
This program is funded in part by a donation from 

Mayo Clinic Health System

Eau Claire Grows
OUR MISSION:

Eau Claire Grows Community Seed 
Library is a free urban seed project 
committed to increasing the capacity 
of our community to feed itself 
wholesome food by means of education,                           
self-reliance, and a culture of sharing.

Communit y Seed Librar y



How Does It Work?

To participate in the seed library we ask that 

you not only save seeds for yourself but also 

for the seed library.  When you return seeds 

to the seed library they will be available for 

others to check out.

While borrowing seeds from the seed library 
is free, your contribution to your community is 
priceless! Gardening helps you become more 
self-sufficient, eat more nutritious food, and save 
money  — all while helping fellow gardeners in 

The seed library will start with these seeds because 
they are fun and easy to grow for beginner seed 
savers.  The seeds are self-pollinating, which means 
they tend to produce plants that are consistent and 
true-to-type. They are generally easy to harvest 
and dry.

For thousands of years, people have cultivated 
gardens enjoying the fruits of their labor.  Until 
recent times, saving the previous year’s seeds to 
plant the next crop was an essential part of the 
process.  Today, many people are enjoying the 
return of the seed saving tradition.

• Arugula
• Basil
• Beans
• Chives
• Cilantro

Why Save Seeds?

Seed saving will allow you to:
• Develop seeds that become acclimated to 

our local climate
• Grow plants that are more pest resistant
• Save money on seeds and plants
• Know where your food is coming from
• Become less dependent on large food 

producers

1. Choose packets of seeds to checkout, take home 
and plant. 

2. You will receive specific instructions on how to 
plant and save your seeds.

3. Check out related library resources to help get 
your garden started.

4. Plant your seeds, and enjoy the fruits of your labor.

Borrowing Seeds: Returning Seeds:
1. In mid-August, the  library will mail instructions for 

harvesting seeds along with envelopes for returning 
seeds.

2. Follow the instuctions to harvest your seeds.
3. Once the seeds have been collected and dried, set 

some aside for yourself, and place the remainder in 
the provided envelope and return them to library for 
others to checkout.

4. Don‘t worry if you have a crop failure, there is 
no penalty for failing to return seeds!

Why Use the Seed Library? What Do You Offer?

• Eggplant
• Lettuce
• Peas
• Peppers
• Spinach
• Sunflowers
• Tomato


