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Story Builder Library Expansion Campaign Kicks Off with More than $2.5M in 

Donations and a $1.5M Matching Challenge 

During a digital event today, the L.E. Phillips Memorial Public Library's $7M Story Builder 

expansion campaign kicked off its public giving phase, announcing over $2.5M in pledges. 

“It is amazing to see how our campaign is still progressing during the challenge of COVID-

19,” says Heidi Atkins, campaign co-chair, adding, “It is especially exciting for the more than 

370,000 annual visitors who will be pleased to hear our campaign is gaining momentum.” Atkins 

co-chairs the campaign with Robert Eierman and Carol Gabler. 

Organizers scheduled today’s online announcements after postponing a Story Builder 

launch event originally scheduled for April 14 at Pablo Center at the Confluence. Thankfully, 

says Atkins, people are still able to give in a variety of ways and have stepped up to the 

challenge.  

The library’s ever-growing roster of services has made it the heart of Eau Claire’s civic life. 

And while catering to the needs of locals, it also serves as a resource library for West Central 

Wisconsin, moving materials to and from 51 smaller libraries in its 10-county system. Usage, 

services, and programs have grown by 300 percent since the library was constructed 44 years 

ago. Last year alone, the library served over 1,200 visitors per day. The time has come to 

expand and renovate the library in order to fully meet the needs of the Eau Claire community 

and beyond. The redesign is already underway, with Minneapolis architecture firm MSR Design 

gathering input from both library staff and the public. Nothing is settled, but plans may include 

adding nearly 30,000 square feet, redesigning the main entry, and improving the flow of existing 

floors to provide a better environment for learning and community building. 
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Of the over $2.5M in current donations, campaign co-chair Carol Gabler says, “Several lead 

donors and about 80 others to date have made a strong statement about the importance of 

expanding the library to serve the Chippewa Valley. We are deeply grateful for their insight into 

the needs of education, support of our downtown, and economic development for our future.” 

Leading donors include the RCU Foundation, Mayo Clinic Health System, the Pablo 

Foundation, and two anonymous individuals. 

In addition to the initial pledges and contributions, today the Story Builder campaign also 

announced several of its existing donors have joined forces in challenging the community to 

match their gifts. 

“A $1.5 Million matching challenge has been offered by the RCU Foundation, the Pablo 

Foundation, and two anonymous donors, lasting from now to the end of the year, to help kick off 

our public giving phase,” says co-chair Robert Eierman. Eierman also serves as the President of 

the L.E. Phillips Memorial Public Library Board of Trustees.  

“The RCU Foundation is very impressed with the high level of programming and services at 

the library, and we want to see this impact grow even stronger to better serve our region,” says 

John Sackett, RCU Foundation President. “The RCU Foundation is pleased to make a 

significant impact to this campaign and participate in the matching challenge grant. We see this 

gift as a vital way to increase creativity and innovation for decades to come with the library’s 

expansion of its growing makerspace and Dabble Box services.” 

Zach Halmstad, a founding member of the Pablo Foundation, is enthusiastic about what the 

library’s expansion can do for the community. He says, “The public library has been a part of my 

family's life for as long as I can remember. It is a place that gives everyone, regardless of their 

age or socioeconomic status, the space and tools to maximize their learning or to explore their 

creative sides, which in turn leads to innovative ideas that will benefit our entire community.  

From traditional books to expanded online learning, community rooms with modern audiovisual 

infrastructure, intergenerational learning opportunities, and so much more, I'm excited to see the 

next evolution of this foundational organization in our community for generations to come.” 

Halmstad is the co-founder and former CEO of JAMF Software. 

Private funding via the Story Builder campaign will be added to an $11.5M commitment from 

the City of Eau Claire’s capital improvement plan (2018-2020), for a total of $18.5M in 

renovation and expansion. The successful campaign will help the library’s Board of Trustees 

implement a host of mechanical upgrades, such as the replacement of a leaking roof and the 

renovation of aging systems. These legacy problems will cost nearly $1M annually if left 

unaddressed.  



These are just a few of the critical issues the Story Builder campaign hopes to tackle, 

allowing the library to fully serve a population of 86,000 people, including the library’s 34,000 

cardholders.   

People interested in viewing the campaign video announcement and learning about giving at 

any level can find more information on the Story Builder website: 

www.ecpubliclibrary.info/storybuilder.   

Questions about how to give can be directed to the Eau Claire Community Foundation, 

which supports the philanthropic portion of the campaign. Call 715-552-3801 or visit 

www.eccfwi.org to learn more.  

For more information, customers may contact Information & Reference by calling 715-839-

5004, emailing librarian@eauclaire.lib.wi.us, or chatting with library staff at 

www.ecpubliclibrary.info/contact-the-library.    

 

To learn more about library programs, check the library website at www.ecpubliclibrary.info.     
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